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Fe putation: The references you talkto should be wery
happy with the center. Ifthey are unsure or hawe doubt,
wou probably will too.

Caring and qualified staff; The staff should be enthusiastic
and inmteract with the children in a postive waythat shows
thzy really care T he staff should have a philosophy about
discipling, feeding and sleeping that follows wour philoso-
phy. The employwees should be educated with at least two
years of college, a background in child developrrent, along
with irst aid fraining and lmowledge of CPR

Safe, dean fadility: Agood center has floors, walls, bath-
raoms, kitchen and changing stations that are dean, well
lit, and wentilated. There should be established policies on
how to keep things dean, when and how oten hands are
washed, and how to keep toys and equiprment in sak
working order. The center should hawve an emergency plan,
with irst aid kits, ire estinguishers, and childproof storage
areas. Al general child saktyissues should be followed.

Established rules and policies: Agood center will be {exi-
ble but it should Bllow set hours, hawe enforced nules on
sick children, and will require checlups and imrmuniz ations
to prevent the spread ofillness. The center should hawve an
open door policythat allow s you to stop for a wisit unan-
nounced. [fthey dont hawe this polizy, they might be hid-
ing sormething.

Acomplete schedule of activties: Good centers will hawe a
schedule that allows for playtime, quiet tire, individual
activities, meals, snacks, and group acivties. One thing
that should not be included in a good schedule is T and
wideos, Agood center teaches a wide wvariety of topics,
while at the same time, teaching things appropriate or the
age group. Aso look for toys that are appropriate for the
age of your child. These toys should be fun, while letling
thz zhild be imaginative and creative.

Acument licensea: While alicense doesnt guarantes the
cernter will work for you, the center should be licensed by
wour local cty services deparment. Aso look and see if
thz center is accredited bythe MNational Association forthe
Education of Young Children.
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